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The Typical Performance Table 

90 - 100 

Excellence 
Band 6 

 initiates and sustains conversation through an exchange of relevant 

information and ideas expressed accurately and fluently 

 demonstrates the ability to justify and substantiate a point of view 

 demonstrates an extensive knowledge of language structures, vocabulary, 

syntax, idiom, colloquialisms and grammar 

 uses Tamil accurately and creatively to communicate a range of ideas and 

opinions appropriate to audience and purpose 

 demonstrates an extensive ability to manipulate language authentically and 

creatively and to structure and sequence ideas and information effectively and 

coherently 

 demonstrates an excellent understanding of register, genre and text types 

 demonstrates an excellent global understanding of spoken and written texts 

and the ability to identify specific detail by summarising, interpreting and 

evaluating information and ideas   

80 - 89 

High 

Distinction 

Band 5 

 sustains conversation through an exchange of relevant information and ideas 

fluently but with minor inaccuracies in grammar and syntax 

 demonstrates a thorough understanding of language structures, vocabulary, 

syntax, idiom, colloquialisms and grammar 

 uses Tamil accurately to communicate a range of ideas and opinions 

appropriate to audience and purpose 

 demonstrates the ability to manipulate language authentically and creatively 

and to structure and sequence ideas and information effectively and 

coherently 

 demonstrates a thorough understanding of register, genre and text types  

 demonstrates a thorough global understanding of spoken and written texts 

and the ability to extract most relevant detail by summarising and interpreting 

information and ideas  

70 - 79 

Distinction 
Band 4 

 exchanges information and ideas with some hesitation and some errors in 

language structures, vocabulary, grammar and syntax reflecting some 

interference from other languages  

 demonstrates a sound knowledge of language structures, vocabulary, syntax, 

idiom, colloquialisms and grammar 

 uses Tamil to convey information with some regard to context, purpose and 

audience 

 demonstrates some ability to manipulate language authentically and to 

structure and link ideas effectively and coherently 

 demonstrates some understanding of register, genre and text types  

 demonstrates a sound global understanding of spoken and written texts and 

the ability to extract some relevant detail  

60 -69 

Credit 
Band 3 

 communicates using simple language structures, with frequent hesitation and 

errors in vocabulary, grammar and syntax reflecting interference from other 

languages 

 demonstrates a basic command of written Tamil with inaccuracies in 

language structures, vocabulary and spelling 

 demonstrates limited ability to structure and link ideas  

 observes some of the conventions of register and text type 

 demonstrates a limited global understanding of written and spoken texts and 

the ability to identify some detail  

50 - 59 

Achievement 
Band 2 

 communicates a limited range of ideas using simple language structures, with 

frequent hesitation and errors in vocabulary, grammar and syntax 

 demonstrates a rudimentary understanding of written Tamil with errors in 

language structures, vocabulary and spelling  

 identifies isolated and often irrelevant detail with little or no global 

understanding of written and spoken texts  

 links some ideas and information  

49 and below Band 1  
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Band Descriptors - 2 unit Tamil Continuers 

Comparison of Descriptors - Band 6 and Band 5  

Band 6         Band 5 
 

- Initiate and sustain conversation through an exchange of relevant information and ideas 

expressed accurately and fluently. 

- Sustains conversation through an exchange of relevant information and ideas fluently but with minor inaccuracies 

in grammar and syntax. 

- Demonstrate the ability to justify and substantiate a point of view. 

- Demonstrate an extensive knowledge of language structures, vocabulary, syntax, idiom, 

colloquialism and grammar. 

- Demonstrates a thorough understanding of language structures, vocabulary, syntax, idiom, colloquialisms and 

grammar 

- Uses Tamil accurately and creatively and to communicate a range of ideas and opinions 

appropriate to audience and purpose. 

- Uses Tamil accurately to communicate a range of ideas and opinions appropriate to audience and 
purpose. 

- Demonstrates an extensive ability to manipulate language authentically and creatively 

and to structure and sequence ideas and information effectively and coherently.  

- Demonstrates the ability to manipulate language authentically and creatively and to structure and 
sequence ideas and information effectively and coherently 

- Demonstrates an excellent understanding of register, genre and text types. 

- Demonstrates a thorough understanding of register, genre and text types. 

- Demonstrates an excellent global understanding of spoken and written texts and the 

ability to identify specific detail by summarising, interpreting and evaluating 

information and ideas. 

- Demonstrates a thorough global understanding of spoken and written texts and the ability to extract 
most relevant detail by summarising and interpreting information and ideas.  
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Band Descriptors - 2 unit Tamil Continuers 
 

Band 6 

 
Initiates and sustains conversation through an exchange of relevant information and ideas expressed 

accurately and fluently. Demonstrates the ability to justify and substantiate a point of view. 

Demonstrates an extensive knowledge of language structures, vocabulary, syntax, idiom, 

colloquialisms and grammar. Uses Tamil accurately and creatively to communicate a range of ideas 

and opinions appropriate to audience and purpose. Demonstrates an extensive ability to manipulate 

language authentically and creatively and to structure and sequence ideas and information effectively 

and coherently. Demonstrates an excellent understanding of register, genre and text types. 

Demonstrates an excellent global understanding of spoken and written texts and the ability to identify 

specific detail by summarising, interpreting and evaluating information and ideas.  

Band 5 
Sustains conversation through an exchange of relevant information and ideas fluently but with minor 

inaccuracies in grammar and syntax. Demonstrates a thorough understanding of language structures, 

vocabulary, syntax, idiom, colloquialisms and grammar. Uses Tamil accurately to communicate a range of ideas 

and opinions appropriate to audience and purpose. Demonstrates the ability to manipulate language 

authentically and creatively and to structure and sequence ideas and information effectively and c oherently. 

Demonstrates a thorough understanding of register, genre and text types. Demonstrates a thorough global 

understanding of spoken and written texts and the ability to extract most relevant detail by summarising and 

interpreting information and ideas.  

- Sustains conversation through an exchange of relevant information and ideas fluently but with minor 

inaccuracies in grammar and syntax. 

- Demonstrates a thorough understanding of language structures, vocabulary, syntax, idiom, 

colloquialisms and grammar 

- Uses Tamil accurately to communicate a range of ideas and opinions appropriate to audience and 

purpose. 

- Demonstrates the ability to manipulate language authentically and creatively and to structure and 

sequence ideas and information effectively and coherently. 

- Demonstrates a thorough understanding of register, genre and text types. 

- Demonstrates a thorough global understanding of spoken and written texts and the ability to extract 

most relevant detail by summarising and interpreting information and ideas.  

Band 4 
Exchanges information and ideas with some hesitation and some errors in language structures, 
vocabulary, grammar and syntax reflecting some interference from other languages. Demonstrates a 
sound knowledge of language structures, vocabulary, syntax, idiom, colloquialisms and grammar. 
Uses Tamil to convey information with some regard to context, purpose and audience. Demonstrates 
some ability to manipulate language authentically and to structure and link ideas effectively and 
coherently. Demonstrates some understanding of register, genre and text types. Demonstrates a sound 
global understanding of spoken and written texts and the ability to extract some relevant detail.  
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Band 3 
Communicates using simple language structures, with frequent hesitation and errors in vocabulary, grammar and 
syntax reflecting interference from other languages. Demonstrates a basic command of written Tamil with 
inaccuracies in language structures, vocabulary and spelling. Demonstrates limited ability to structure and link 
ideas. Observes some of the conventions of register and text type. Demonstrates a limited global understanding 
of written and spoken texts and the ability to identify some detail.  

Band 2 
Communicates a limited range of ideas using simple language structures, with frequent hesitation and 
errors in vocabulary, grammar and syntax. Demonstrates a rudimentary understanding of written 
Tamil with errors in language structures, vocabulary and spelling. Identifies isolated and often 
irrelevant detail with little or no global understanding of written and spoken texts. Links some ideas 
and information.  
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Common Grade Scale for Preliminary Courses 

The Common Grade Scale shown below should be used to report student achievement in the 
Preliminary Stage 6 year in all NSW schools.  

The Common Grade Scale describes performance at each of five grade levels.  

A 

The student demonstrates extensive knowledge of content and understanding of course 
concepts, and applies highly developed skills and processes in a wide variety of contexts. In 
addition the student demonstrates creative and critical thinking skills using perceptive 

analysis and evaluation. The student effectively communicates complex ideas and 
information. 

- Extensive knowledge of content 

- Extensive understanding of course concepts 
- Applies highly developed skills and process in wide variety of contexts 

- Creative and critical thinking skills using perceptive analysis and evaluation 
- Effectively communicates complex ideas and information. 

 

B 

The student demonstrates thorough knowledge of content and understanding of course 
concepts, and applies well-developed skills and processes in a variety of contexts. In addition 
the student demonstrates creative and critical thinking skills using analysis and evaluation. 

The student clearly communicates complex ideas and information. 

- Thorough knowledge of content 

- Thorough understanding of course concepts 
- Applies well developed skills and process in variety of contexts 
- Creative and critical thinking skills using analysis and evaluation 

- Clearly communicates complex ideas and information. 

C 

The student demonstrates sound knowledge of content and understanding of course 
concepts, and applies skills and processes in a range of familiar contexts. In addition the 

student demonstrates skills in selecting and integrating information and communicates 
relevant ideas in an appropriate manner.  

- Sound knowledge of content 

- Sound understanding of course concepts 
- Applies skills and process in a range of familiar contexts 

- Demonstrates skills in selecting and integrating information  
- Communicates relevant ideas in an appropriate manner.  

D 

The student demonstrates a basic knowledge of content and understanding of course 
concepts, and applies skills and processes in some familiar contexts. In addition the student  

demonstrates skills in selecting and using information and communicates ideas in a 
descriptive manner. 

E 
The student demonstrates an elementary knowledge of content and understanding of course 

concepts, and applies some skills and processes with guidance. In addition the student 
demonstrates elementary skills in recounting information and communicating ideas.  
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 HSC TAMIL SYLLABUS OUTLINE - TABLE OF THEMES AND TOPICS 

 

 

 

 

 

Theme: 1 

 

The Individual 

Theme: 2 

 

The Tamil-Speaking 
Communities 

Theme: 3 

 

The Changing  
World 

 

Topics: 
 

1.1 Personal Identity, 
eg: 

–   personal details and qualities 

–   family and friends 

–   daily life 

–   free time and leisure activities 

–   relationships 
 

1.2 Personal Views and Opinions, eg: 

–   views on the future 

–   cultural differences 

–   personal priorities/ preferences 
(extended family living away from 
home) 

 

1.3 Education and Aspirations, eg: 

– school 

– further studies 

– work experience and careers 

 

Topics: 
 

2.1 Culture and Traditions, 
eg: 

– family values 

– attire and appearance 

– social interaction 

– festivals and ceremonies 
 

2.2 The Past and Present, 

eg: 

– famous persons and events 

– places of historical 

importance 

2.3 The Arts and Entertainment, eg: 

– film 

– radio 

– television 

– sports and recreation 

– modern short stories 

– folk tales 

– fables and legends 
 

2.4 Travel and Tourism in a 
Tamil-speaking country, 

eg: 

– travel 

– banking 

– shopping 

– health 

– obtaining assistance and 

advice 

– visiting friends 

– studying in a Tamil-speaking 

country 

 

Topics: 
 

3.1 Changing Lifestyles, 
eg: 

– family life 

– food 

– care of children/the 

aged 

– activites (children, 

parents) 
 

3.2 Status of Women, 
eg: 

– the role of women as 

depicted in literature 

– significant women in the 
20th century 

– the changing role of 
women and its impact 
on society 

 

3.3 The World of Work, 
eg: 

– different types of work 

– workplace conditions 

– employment opportunities 
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fUg;nghUs;: 1 
 

jdpkdpjd; 

fUg;nghUs;: 2 
 

jkpo; NgRk; r%fq;fs; 

fUg;nghUs;: 3 
 

khwptUk; cyfk; 
 

jiyg;Gf;fs; 
 

1.1jdpkdpj milahsk; 
c-k; 

–  xUtupd; nrhe;j tpguq;fSk; 
,ay;GfSk; 

–  FLk;gKk; ez;gu;fSk; 

–  ehshe;j tho;f;if 

–  Xa;T NeuKk; 
nghOJNghf;FfSk; 

–  cwTfs; 
 

1.2xUtupd; nrhe;j Nehf;Fk; 
mgpg;gpuhaq;fSk; 
c-k; 

–  vjpu;fhyk; gw;wpa Nehf;F 

–  fyhrhu NtWghLfs; 

–  jdpegupd; Kd;Dupikfs;/ 
tpUg;gq;fs; ($l;Lf; FLk;gk;> 
FLk;gj;jpypUe;J tpyfp 
J}uj;jpy; trpj;jy;) 

 

1.3fy;tpAk; vjpu;ghu;g;GfSk; 
c-k; 

– ghlrhiy 

– Nkw;fy;tp 

– njhopy; mDgtKk; 
NtiyfSk; 

 

jiyg;Gf;fs; 
 

2.1 fyhrhuKk; kuGfSk; 
c-k; 
–    FLk;g tpOkpaq;fs; 

–    cilfSk; Njhw;wKk; 

–    r%fj; njhlu;G 

–    tpohf;fSk; itgtq;fSk; 
 

2.2 md;Wk; ,d;Wk; 
c-k; 

–   Gfo;ngw;w kdpju;fSk; 
epfo;TfSk; 

–   tuyhw;W Kf;fpaj;Jtk; 
tha;e;j ,lq;fs; 

2.3 fiyfSk;  kfpo;r;rp jUk; 
 epfo;r;rpfSk; 
c-k; 
– jpiug;glk; 

– thndhyp 

– njhiyf;fhl;rp 

– tpisahl;Lf;fSk; 
Nfspf;ifAk; 

– etPd rpWfijfs; 

– ehl;lhu;(fpuhkpa) fijfs; 

– fl;Lf; fijfs;> Guhzf; 
fijfs;(kuGtopf; 
fijfs;) 

 

2.4 jkpo; $Wk; Njrnkhd;wpw;F 
gpuahzk; nra;jYk; cy;yhrg; 
gazk; Nkw;nfhs;sYk; 
c-k; 
– gpuahzk; 

– tq;fp 

– filfspy; nghUs; thq;Fjy; 

– Rfhjhuk; 

– cjtpAk; MNyhridAk;  

 ngWjy; 

– ez;gu;fspd; tPLfSf;Fr; 
nry;Yjy; 

– jkpo; NgRk; ehnlhd;wpy; 
fy;tp gapYjy; 

 

jiyg;Gf;fs; 
 

3.1 khwptUk; tho;f;if 
Kiwfs; 
c-k; 

– FLk;g tho;f;if 

– czT 

– Foe;ijfs;> 
tNahjpgu;fs; guhkupg;G 

– ngw;Nwhu;> rpwhu;fspd; 
nraw;ghLfs; 

 

3.2 ngz;fspd; epiy 
c-k; 

– ngz;fspd; ghj;jpuk; 
,yf;fpaq;fspy; 
rpj;jupf;fg;gLk;; tpjk; 

– 20 Mk; E}w;whz;bd; 
Gfo; ngw;w 
ngz;kzpfs; 

– khwp tUk; ngz;zpd; 
ghj;jpuKk; r%fj;jpd; 
kPJ mJ Vw;gLj;Jk; 
jhf;fKk; 

 

3.3 njhopy; cyfk; 
c-k; 

– njhopy; NtWghLfs; 
( gy tpjkhd 
njhopy;fs;) 

–    Ntiyj;js epiyikfs; 

–    Ntiy tha;g;Gfs; 
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                     . 
EIGHT KINDS OF WRITING 

 
                                       !           
எ                                                    
                                            .  
 

1.                           Personal Writing: 
                எ                                    

                 
          – எ                                    

       ;                                       
                           . 

        ,                   +                     ; 
எ                        ;               ;          
                           . 

                                              
                            ,              
எ                                            . 

                                                   
                                     

 
2. Imaginative writing: 
Purpose: The author is creating a piece of fiction designed to entertain, 
amuse, or create an impression, picture, or feeling in the reader. 
 Manipulates the reader’s response to the piece to create the desired impressions or response; 

visual and/or emotional appeal 
 Usually creates a strong sense of context (physical surroundings and atmosphere) and 

situation  
 Normally includes description (person, place, emotion, atmosphere) so careful selection of 

language such as adjectives and adverbs (or their equivalents) is important 
 Uses techniques such as variation in sentence length, juxtaposition of different sentence 

lengths, careful control of structure and sequencing, to add to the overall effect by creating 
the desired atmosphere or conveying the required emotion. 

 May break normal sequencing for added impact, such as in a flashback or in a final 
disclosure that puts a different interpretation or preceding passages 
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3. Evaluative writing: 
Purpose: The author is giving a balanced view of both sides of a case. 

 Aims to weigh two or more items/ideas in order to convince the reader rationally and 
objectively that a particular point of view is correct. 

 Aims to reach a conclusion acceptable to an intelligent, unbiased reader through the 
logical presentation and discussion of facts and ideas 

 Presents two or more important aspects of an issue or sides of an argument and 
discusses these rationally and objectively; using evidence to support the contrasting sides 
or alternatives 

 Uses objective style; appeals to reason not emotion; creation of an impression of balance 
impartiality is essential 

 Often includes expressions of cause; consequence; opposition and concession 
 

4. Persuasive Writing: 
Purpose: The author is taking a stance and trying to persuade the reader. 

 Aims to convert the reader to a particular point of view or attitude in order to convince 
him or her to act or respond in a certain way. 

 Manipulates the reader’s emotions and opinions in order to achieve a specific purpose, 
that is, to achieve a desired outcome or effect which is important to and selected by the 
writer. 

 Persuasive techniques chosen are strongly influenced by the nature of the target 
audience; ie: the language (vocabulary, sentence structure, styles/register), structure and 
sequencing of the piece are framed with the particular audience and purpose in mind 

 Requires choice of the best word (with the precise shade of meaning and overtones of 
approval/disapproval, virtue/voice etc), so range of vocabulary and dictionary technique are 
important 

 Aims in certain instances (for example, advertisements) to keep the target audience 
unaware of being manipulated and adopts an appearance of objectivity and rationality by 
using indirect, subtle, secretive techniques; confidential, intimate, collaborative style and 
register 

 Sometimes uses exaggeration, extravagant language, humor to create a conspiratorial 
relationship between the writer and the reader 

 Often uses the second person for direct address and appeal 
 Sometimes employs direct speech and questions to intensify the relationship with the 

audience 
 May use techniques such as the use of technical or scientific language and superlative or 

quantitative statements to lend authority to the content. 
  
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5. Informative Writing: 
Purpose: The author is conveying objective information 

 Aims to convey information from the writer to the reader as clearly, completely and 
accurately as possible 

 Usually uses objective style and impersonal expressions, although the writer may use an 
informal style to establish a relationship of ‘friendly helper’ with the reader 

 Normally has no particular point of view to convey; if a point of view is involved, the 
writing becomes either persuasive (aiming to convert the reader to a particular point of 
view or attitude in order to convince him or her to act or respond in a certain way) or 
evaluate (aiming to weigh two or more items/ideas in order to convince the reader 
rationally and objectively that a particular point of view is correct) 

 Generally uses facts, examples, explanations, analogies and sometimes statistical 
information, quotations and references as evidence 

 Chooses language, structure and sequence to make the message clear and unambiguous, 
so the sequencing of information is usually logical and predictable 

 Probably uses few adjectives, adverbs, images, except as examples or analogies in 
explanation 
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6.                  - Reflective Writing 

      :                                      எ         

                                  எ                       

                  . 

Purpose: The author is looking back on experiences/actions in order to analyse ideas and 
practices that relate to them personally.  

                                        
               எ                  எ             எ   

                   . 

                                                     

         . 

        ,                                             

     . 

                                                  

                                                . 

                            ,       ,       ,           

                   .  

                                                    

                     ,                (      :    ,      , 

     , எ   , எ    )           . 

       , எ     ,                                 

         . 

                    ,      எ                               

                        . 

                                                      

         . 

        ,       ,       ,                               . 

 

 Relates not only events, but feelings, what has been learnt, and how it will affect future behaviour. 

 Includes description and analysis of an experience. 

 Provides exploration and explanation of events and contexts. 

 Includes consideration of the larger context, meaning and implications of an experience or action. 

 Identifies and challenges personal values and beliefs, assumptions, feelings and actions. 

 Includes opinions, with supporting evidence. 

 Uses personal voice (eg: I, me, you, we, us) when providing opinions. 

 Uses verbs related to feeling, thinking and analyzing. 

 May include comment on hypothetical situations, and speculation about the future. 

 May move between past tense (recounting the actual events) and present tense (making more general 

observations). 

 Is perceptive; demonstrating analysis, synthesis and evaluation. 
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7.                 Narrative writing:  
      :                                  எ               

             .    

Purpose: The author is telling a story/retelling event to entertain or to teach. 

       ,    ,      ,      ,                ,             

                         ,                            

            . 

                         . எ              . 

                             ,          ,           , 

       ,                                        

               . 

                                                     

     . 

 எ        ,       ,      ,       ,        எ              

                                         . 

            ,       ,                                    

                   . 

             .              . 

                                                     

                 . 

       ,       ,                           . 

                     ,                             

                                           

          . 

 

 Tells a story in chronological order. 

 Entertains, to gain and hold a readers’ interest. 

 Teaches or informs- changes, attitudes / social opinions. 

 Sequences: setting, characters, initiating event, conflict/ goal, events, resolution, theme, series 

of actions. 

 May set up problems to be resolved. 

 Is imaginary or factual; has characters with defined personalities/identities. 

 Dialogue often included. 

 Tense may change. 

 Descriptive language to enhance the story. 

 May include complication involving the main character, conflict, points of view. 
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8.                 - Descriptive writing 
      :                                               எ       

                                                     .   

Purpose: The author is painting a picture through words to make the reader see what 
they have seen. 

                                   

                                                      

எ    

              ,           ,                            

             

     :           ,              ,               ,    , 

       ,               எ     ,                 

                                    

                   .                  . 

                                               

               . 

                        . 

             (         ,          , எ        )            

                                ¢               

                                            . 

 

 Creates a vivid impression of a person, place, object or event; a particular mood, atmosphere; 

vivid pictures of characters. 

 Engages a reader’s attention; brings writing to life. 

 Includes precisely chosen vocabulary with evocative adjectives and adverbs, similes and 

metaphors. 

 Is focused, interesting and compelling. 

 Uses sensory description – what is heard, seen, smelt, felt, tasted; with sensory details to 

increase the reader’s experience. 

 Uses active verbs and varied sentences; structured and ordered. 

 Creates a dominant impression. 

 Evokes feelings and attitudes – connotative language. 

 Makes comparisons – similes, metaphors, personification. 

 Develops the experience, focusing on key details, powerful verbs and precise nouns. 
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Text Type Purpose Structure Language Features 

      
Article 
 

-                  
        

-        
-        /       ,        , 

                        
 

-       
-        /      

                 
-              , 

                     
-             
-                  

 

-               
-               
-             

        
 

        
        
Review 

-                        
-                 ,        

                        
                 
 

-                     
                  

-                     
              

 

-               
-                
-                 
-              
-                   
-        /         
-               

       
Report 

-                      
-                  
-             

 

-                  
          

-         
-                     
-        

-                
-          ,        

-                   
-                  
-             

        
-  
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Diary Entry 

-                    
 

-      /   /     – 
(          ) 

-                 . 

-               
-               / 

          
-             

            
        
      
Text of a speech 

-        ,               
                    . 

-         
-         
-        
-         

-                                   
(                 ) 

-       /               / 
                 
               . 

-                       
       . 

 

-               
              . 

-                
-                   

      . 
-                 

(subjective ) 

-           

-           
                   . 

-              
           . 

     
          
       
Letters – Formal 

-                        
               

-             
-              
-                      . 
-        /                

                    . 

-         
-           –        
-                     

                 
(        ,          ) 
 

-                   
           . 

-                
        

-                
        . 

     
       
Letter - informal 

 

-                          
           . 
     ,         ,       . 

-        ,          ,        , 
       ,               . 

-         
-           –       . 
-                   

           ,          
    . 

-                   
           . 

-                
           
          . 



HSC Tamil Continuers (16110) Handbook for 2014-2016 Tamil Study Centre Homebush Inc. Page 20 

 

Tamil Continuers  

Conversation 

Outcomes assessed: H1.1, H1.2, H1.3, H1.4 

Marking Guidelines 

Criteria Marks 

 Communicates confidently and fluently with correct intonation and 

pronunciation  

 Demonstrates depth of the treatment through the presentation of 

relevant information, opinions and/or comment  

 Responds with a high level of grammatical accuracy, and breadth and 

sophistication of vocabulary and sentence structure  

9 – 10 

 Communicates effectively, with some degree of fluency and 

authenticity  

 Responds with relevant information and a range of relevant opinions 

and/or comment  

 Responds with a range of vocabulary and structures, but with some 

minor inaccuracies  

7 – 8 

 Maintains satisfactory communication with some degree of fluency but 

with repetition and inaccuracies in grammar and vocabulary  

 Responds with relevant information and opinions 

5 - 6 

 Maintains a basic level of communication using simple structures and 

vocabulary with frequent pauses and errors  

 Presents some relevant information, opinions or ideas  

3 - 4 

 Responds with a limited range of ideas and information relating to the 

topic using single words and set formulae, and using English syntax 

1 - 2 
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Discussion  - Outcomes assessed: H1.1, H1.2, H1.3, H1.4, H4.1, H4.2, H4.3 

MARKING GUIDELINES - Criteria 
Marks 

 Demonstrates depth in the treatment of the chosen topic through the 

development of relevant information, ideas and /or opinions with appropriate 

reference to texts studied  

 Discusses the chosen topic with a high level of grammatical accuracy, and 

breadth and sophistication of vocabulary and sentence structure  

 Responds confidently, fluently and authentically with correct intonation, 

nuances and pronunciation  

 Consistently justifies and substantiates a point of view 

13 – 15 

 Demonstrates depth in the treatment of the chosen topic through the 

development of some relevant information, ideas and/or opinions with 

appropriate reference to texts studied  

 Discusses the topic effectively, with a good degree of fluency and accuracy and 

range of vocabulary and structures, but with some minor inaccuracies  

 Responds with relevant information, opinion or comment  

 Justifies and substantiates a point of view  

10 –12 

 Presents information and a range of ideas and/or opinions relevant to the 

chosen topic with reference to texts studied  

 Maintains satisfactory communication with some degree of fluency but with 

repetition and inaccuracies in grammar and vocabulary.  

 Shows some evidence of justifying a point of view  

7 - 9 

 Presents some information, opinions or ideas relevant to the chosen topic and 

texts studied  

 Sustains basic communication  

 Responds using simple structures & vocabulary with frequent pauses and errors  

4 - 6 

 Demonstrates a limited understanding of the chosen topic  

 Responds with a limited range of ideas and information relating to the topic   

using single words and set formulae, and using English syntax.  

1 – 3 
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HSC Languages oral examinations – advice to teachers 

This document provides general advice to teachers of Stage 6 Languages 
courses about the nature and conduct of the Higher School Certificate oral 
examinations.  

Teachers should be familiar with the following documents that are available on 
the Board’s website at 
www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/syllabus_hsc/languages.html: 

 Stage 6 syllabuses 
 Assessment and Reporting in Stage 6 documents 
 marking guidelines 
 past Notes from the Marking Centre. 

General information 

  For all examinations, examiners will not correct students or assist    with 

sentence construction or vocabulary. Students should not ask the examiner 

to translate words or questions. 

  Students should not identify themselves, their teachers or their schools to 

the examiner.  

  Except for the examination paper in Extension courses, students may not 

bring any pictorial, print-based or handwritten materials into any 

examinations.  

Continuers courses 

Conversation 

In the oral examination, which is known as the Conversation, the examiner will 
ask the student questions about his or her personal world (for example, his or 
her life, family and friends, interests and aspirations) as it relates to the 
prescribed topics in the syllabus. Neither the number of questions nor the 
number of topics covered by the examination is predetermined. However, 
students can expect to be asked a range of questions sampling the content of 
the course. The questions the examiner asks may relate to a previous response 
made by the student or they may introduce a new topic.  

Students should answer each question only with information related specifically 
to the question asked. Students are encouraged to respond in such a way that 
they demonstrate knowledge and understanding of a range of structures and 
vocabulary, but not through the inclusion of material irrelevant to the question 
asked. Students are strongly advised not to attempt to dominate the 
conversation with long, pre-learned monologues. In the interest of students, 
such monologues will be interrupted by the examiner at an appropriate moment. 
If students do not understand a question, they may ask for it to be repeated, 
clarified or rephrased in the language being examined. 

http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/syllabus_hsc/languages.html
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Once the allocated time for the examination has elapsed, students will be asked 
no further questions by the examiner. Generally, the examiner will bring the 
examination to a close, but if necessary students will be requested to draw their 
response to a conclusion. 

The duration of the Continuers oral examination is approximately 10 minutes. 

Conversation and Discussion 

The oral examinations for Continuers courses in Armenian, Croatian, Dutch, 
Filipino, Hindi, Hungarian, Khmer, Macedonian, Maltese, Modern Hebrew, Polish, 
Portuguese, Russian*, Serbian, Swedish, Tamil, Turkish, Ukrainian and 
Vietnamese will consist of two sections: the Conversation and the Discussion.  

In the Conversation, the examiner will ask the student questions about his or 
her personal world (for example, his or her life, family and friends, interests and 
aspirations) as it relates to the prescribed topics in the syllabus. Neither the 
number of questions nor the number of topics covered by the examination is 
predetermined. However, students can expect to be asked a range of questions 
sampling the content of the course. The questions the examiner asks may relate 
to a previous response made by the student or they may introduce a new topic. 

Students should answer each question only with information related specifically 
to the question asked. Students are encouraged to respond in such a way that 
they demonstrate knowledge and understanding of a range of structures and 
vocabulary, but not through the inclusion of material irrelevant to the question 
asked. Students are strongly advised not to attempt to dominate the 
conversation with long, pre-learned monologues. In the interest of students, 
such monologues will be interrupted by the examiner at an appropriate moment. 
If students do not understand a question, they may ask for it to be repeated, 
clarified or rephrased in the language being examined. 

In the Discussion, the examiner will ask the student a series of questions 
relating to the student’s in-depth study. Students should be prepared to discuss 
issues related to the study as well as the texts/resources studied. Students must 
not bring objects such as photographs, posters and pictures to the examination. 
No questions will be asked after the allocated time for the examination has 
elapsed. Generally, the examiner will bring the examination to a close, but if 
necessary students will be requested to draw their response to a conclusion. 

For examinations that include a Discussion, the duration of the oral examination 
is approximately 7 minutes for the Conversation and approximately 8 minutes 
for the Discussion. 

* Effective from the 2015 HSC examination. 

Courtesy: BOSTES 
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HSC Languages oral examinations – advice to students 

 

This document provides general advice to students about the nature and conduct of the 
Higher School Certificate Languages oral examinations. 

In preparing for an examination, the following documents available on the Board’s website at  
www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/syllabus_hsc/languages.html will assist you: 

 Stage 6 syllabuses 

 Assessment and Reporting in Stage 6 documents 

 marking guidelines 

 past Notes from the Marking Centre. 

In addition to these documents, the Board has developed a short video with information, 

advice and tips for students who are sitting a Languages oral examination. The video is 
available to students through Students Online, and to teachers through Schools Online. 

General information about dates and times 

 The oral examinations are held on Saturdays in August and September.  

 The Languages Oral Examinations Timetable is available at 

www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/events/. Specific information about your examination 

will be made available to you approximately three weeks before the examination. 

General information for all courses 

 Examiners will not correct you or assist you with sentence construction or vocabulary. 

You should not ask the examiner to translate words or questions. The examiner will 

not give you any feedback about your performance after the examination. 

 It is important that you do not identify yourself, so be careful not to mention the 

name of your school or the names of any teachers during the examination. For this 

reason, you are also asked not to wear your school uniform on the day of the 

examination. 

 Except for the examination paper in the Extension courses, you may not bring any 

pictorial, print-based or handwritten materials into your examination. 

Continuers courses 

Conversation and Discussion 

http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/syllabus_hsc/languages.html
http://studentsonline.bos.nsw.edu.au/
http://schoolsonline.bos.nsw.edu.au/
http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/events/
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The oral examination for Continuers courses in Armenian, Croatian, Dutch, Filipino, Hindi, 
Hungarian, Khmer, Macedonian, Maltese, Modern Hebrew, Polish, Portuguese, Russian*, 

Serbian, Swedish, Tamil, Turkish, Ukrainian and Vietnamese consists of two sections: the 
Conversation and the Discussion.  

In the Conversation, the examiner will ask you questions about your personal world (for 
example, your life, family and friends, interests and aspirations) as it relates to the 
prescribed topics in the syllabus. Neither the number of questions nor the number of topics 

covered by the examination is predetermined. However, you can expect to be asked a range 
of questions sampling the content of the course. The questions the examiner asks may relate 

to something you have just said, or they may introduce a new topic.  

You should be careful to answer each question only with relevant information. You should 
respond in such a way that you demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of a range of 

structures and vocabulary, but not through the inclusion of material irrelevant to the question 
asked. Attempting to dominate the conversation with long, pre-learned monologues is not a 

good idea and will not enable you to achieve better marks. It is in your interest that the 
examiner interrupts such monologues because the examiner understands that only relevant 
material will be considered by the markers. If you do not understand a question, you may ask 

for it to be repeated, clarified or rephrased, but you should do this in the language being 
examined.  

In the Discussion, the examiner will ask you a series of questions relating to your in-depth 

study. It is important that you do not just deliver a report about what you have learned, 
because the point of this section of your examination is not only to determine how well you 

have researched your topic but also to see how well you are able to discuss what you have 
learned. The examiner will want to know what resources you have used. These should include 
a range of resources, not just documents or materials from the internet. You may not bring 

objects such as photographs, posters and pictures to the examination.  

As with the Conversation, once the allocated time for the Discussion has elapsed, you will be 

asked no further questions. You will be given enough time to respond to the last question, 
but if you draw out your response past the allocated time for the examination, you will be 
asked to bring your response to a conclusion. 

For examinations that include a Discussion, the duration of the oral examination is 
approximately 15 minutes: the Conversation is approximately 7 minutes and the Discussion 

is approximately 8 minutes. 

* Effective from the 2015 HSC examination.  

 

Courtesy: BOSTES 
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Guidelines for Students – Oral Assessment 

Section 1 Conversation 

- General conversation about student’s personal world.  eg: family, education, leisure, 
ambition, goal, friends, school life, other activities, 

- For each student, marker may begin with a different question. 
- No two students have the same experience of the examination. 
- Marker will allow enough time for the student to understand and answer the questions.   
- Where possible, student’s responses will form the basis for the next question.  
- Make sure you are not reciting what you have memorised.  
- If found, marker may find a way to ask question and follow from there. 
- Less  close questions ( that lead to  yes /no answer) 
- Fewer questions that can lead to simple list of things. 
- Open ended questions give opportunity for students to answer confidently. 
- May begin with simple questions and move on with complex question.  This will give 

students the opportunity to demonstrate the depth and breadth of their responses.  
- You won’t be asked the same type of questions; there would be variety. 
- During conversation, subject will be changed, where possible.  
- When a new topic is introduced, ask simple questions followed by complex ones.  
- Number of questions asked will be different from student to student. It depends on the 

ability of the student. 
- The less able students may require examiners to ask many more questions in order to 

elicit meaningful responses.  
- For less able students, questions will not necessarily cover a wide range of complex 

language structures. 
- If you feel that a question is very personal, advice the marker.  
- Questions are asked clearly and directly. 
- If a student could not answer a question, the question can be rephrased. 
- If a student, within time, can’t answer, marker may move onto another question. 
- Do not expect any assistant with vocabulary or sentence during the exam. 
- Markers won’t be completing sentences for the student. ( Often teachers & radio 

announcers do this) 
- Do not expect the marker translate words into English. 
- If the student needs assistance, marker may say ‘Don’t worry, let’s move on.’ 
- The last question must be and will be a simple one i.e., the student should be able to 

answer it. 
 

Section 2: Discussion 

In addition to the guidelines given under conversation, consider the following: 

- Say the topic when the marker asks to do so. 
- Notes and Cue cards are not permitted. 
- Make sure you are not presenting a report that is well prepared and memorised. 
- Marker may ask questions that allow the students to make appropriate references to the 

resources, their relevance and usefulness. 
- Marker will never indicate to the student the appropriateness of his/her answers.  
- Never expect an opinion on your performance. 
- Never expect marker to suggest ideas on the topic.  
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Assessment in Stage 6  
Assessment is the process of gathering information and making judgements about 
student achievement for a variety of purposes. In the Preliminary and HSC courses, 
those purposes include:  

• assisting student learning  
• evaluating and improving teaching and learning programs  
• providing evidence of satisfactory achievement and completion in the Preliminary course  
• providing the Higher School Certificate results.  

Assessment for learning provides a useful approach for the delivery of the CCAFL 
Languages Continuers Preliminary and HSC courses. It provides opportunities in the 
context of everyday class activities for students to demonstrate their learning. 

The approach is most effective when students:  

• are involved in setting learning goals  
•  know and understand standards and expectations about what is expected and the 

standards of work  
• receive feedback that helps them understand the next steps in their learning and plan 

how to undertake those next steps.  

Reporting achievement at the HSC  
The Higher School Certificate credentials received by students are used by the Board to 
report both the internal and the external measures of achievement. Higher School Certificate 
results in CCAFL Languages Continuers comprise:  

• an assessment mark derived from the mark submitted by the school and produced 
in accordance with the Board’s requirements for the internal assessment program  

• an examination mark derived from the HSC external examination  
• an HSC mark, which is the average of the assessment mark and the examination mark  
• a performance band determined by the HSC mark.  

Student performance in an HSC course is reported against standards on a course report. 
The course report contains a performance scale for the course describing levels (bands) 
of achievement, an HSC mark located on the performance scale, an assessment mark and 
an examination mark. The course report also shows, graphically, the statewide distribution 
of HSC marks of all students in the course.  
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The distribution of marks is determined by students’ performances against the standards and 
is not scaled to a predetermined pattern of marks. 

The use of both internal assessment and external examination of student achievement 
allows measurements and observations to be made at several points and in different 
ways throughout the HSC course. Taken together, the external examination and internal 
assessment provide a valid and reliable assessment of the achievement of the knowledge, 
skills and understanding described for each course.  

The Board of Studies uses a standards-referenced approach to reporting student 
achievement in the Higher School Certificate. The standards in the HSC are:  

• the knowledge, skills and understanding expected to be learnt by students – the 
syllabus standards  

• the levels of achievement of the knowledge, skills and understanding – the 
performance standards.  

Both the syllabus standards and the performance standards are based on the aims, 
objectives, outcomes and content of the course. Together, they specify what is to be 
learnt and how well it is to be achieved. Teacher understanding of the standards comes 
from the aims, objectives, outcomes and content in the syllabus, together with:  

• the performance descriptions that summarise the different levels of performance  
• HSC examination papers and marking guidelines  
• samples of students’ achievement, collected in the standards packages and published 

on the Board’s Assessment Resource Centre (ARC) website.  

Internal assessment  
This section should be read in conjunction with advice on internal assessment in the Board’s 
Assessment Certification and Examination (ACE) website.  

Preliminary course  
The suggested components and weightings are designed to give guidance for the school’s 
assessment of student achievement in the Preliminary course. They may be varied to suit 
school needs.  

HSC course  
The Board requires schools to submit an assessment mark for each HSC candidate in 
a CCAFL Languages Continuers course. The internal assessment mark submitted by the 
school provides a summation of each student’s achievements measured at several points 
throughout the course. The marks submitted for each course group at a school should reflect 
the rank order of students, and must be on a scale sufficiently wide to reflect adequately the 
relative differences in student performances.  

Internal assessment provides a measure of a student’s achievement based on a wider 
range of syllabus content and outcomes than may be covered by the external examination 
alone. The assessment components and weightings to be applied ensure a common focus 
for internal assessment in the course across schools, while allowing for flexibility in the 
design of tasks. 

A variety of types of task should be used to give students the opportunity to demonstrate 
outcomes in different ways and to improve the validity and reliability of the assessment.  

http://arc.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/
file://Infoserver/infoserver/%20MacNetwork%20files/PAF%20files/Edited%20PAF%20files/PAF%2020121702/Internal%20assessment
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The standards-referenced approach to assessment for the HSC involves schools 
ensuring that:  

• assessment tasks reflect the weightings and components specified in this document  
• tasks are designed to focus on objectives and outcomes  
• the types of assessment task are appropriate for the outcomes being assessed  
• students are given the opportunity to demonstrate their level of achievement of the 

outcomes in a range of different task types  
• the assessment criteria for each task are such that higher marks are gained by 

demonstration of better achievement in relation to the syllabus outcomes  
• students know the assessment criteria before they begin a task  
• marks earned on individual tasks are expressed on a scale sufficiently wide to reflect the 

relative differences in student performances.  

Students should receive meaningful feedback about what they are able to do, and what they 
need to do in order to improve their level of performance.  

The HSC examination  
The external HSC examination provides a measure of student achievement in a range of 
syllabus outcomes that can be reliably measured in an examination setting. The external 
examination and its marking relate to syllabus standards by:  

• providing clear links to syllabus outcomes  
• enabling students to demonstrate the levels of achievement outlined in the course 

performance scale  
• applying marking guidelines based on criteria that relate to the quality of the response  
• aligning performance in the examination each year to the standards established for 

the course.  

Board requirements for the HSC internal assessment mark  
The Board requires that the assessment tasks used to determine the HSC internal 
assessment mark must comply with the components and weightings specified. 
The collection of information for the HSC internal assessment mark must not begin 
before the completion of the Preliminary course.  

Schools are required to develop an HSC internal assessment program that:  

• specifies the various assessment tasks and the weightings allocated to each task  
• provides a schedule of the tasks designed for the whole course.  

Note that school-based assessment marks submitted to the Board must NOT include:  

• measures of objectives and outcomes that address values and attitudes 
(however, as these objectives are important elements of any course, schools 
may decide to report on them separately to students and parents, perhaps using 
some form of descriptive statements)  

• measures that reflect student conduct.  

See the Board’s ACE website for further information. 

http://ace.bos.nsw.edu.au/
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Assessment components and weightings  

Preliminary course  
The suggested components and weightings for the Preliminary course are set out below. 

Component Weighting 

Listening and Responding  
Objective 3 

30 

Reading and Responding  
Objectives 1, 2 and 3 

40 

Writing in [Language]  
Objective 2 

10 

Speaking  
Objectives 1 and 4 

20 

 100 

HSC course  
The mandatory components and weightings for the HSC course are set out below. 
The internal assessment mark submitted to the Board of Studies is to be based on 
the HSC course only. 

Component Weighting 

Listening and Responding  
Objective 3 

20 

Reading and Responding  
Objectives 1, 2 and 3 

40 

Writing in [Language]  
Objective 2 

20 

Speaking  
Objectives 1 and 4 

20 

 100 

 

Teachers may use their discretion in determining the manner in which they allocate tasks 
within the course content. The Board considers that 3 to 5 assessment tasks are sufficient. 
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CCAFL Languages Continuers HSC examination specifications  
The examination will consist of a written paper worth 75 marks and an oral examination 
worth 25 marks.  

Written paper (75 marks)  
Time allowed: 2 hours and 30 minutes plus 10 minutes reading time.  

The stimulus texts and the writing tasks will relate to the topics as listed in the syllabus.  

Monolingual and/or bilingual print dictionaries may be used.  

The paper will consist of three sections.  

Section 1 – Listening and Responding (30 marks)  

Purpose  

Section 1 of the written examination is designed primarily to assess the student’s 
knowledge and skill in analysing information from spoken texts. It relates to Objective 3.  

The student will be expected to demonstrate understanding of general and specific 
information from spoken texts and to respond, in English in Part A and [Language] in 
Part B, to questions on this information. The questions may require the student to identify 
information related to:  

• the context, purpose and audience of the text  
• aspects of the language of the text (eg tone, register, knowledge of language structures).  

Specifications  

Section 1 of the written examination has two parts, Part A and Part B. The texts in both parts 
will be related to one or more of the prescribed themes.  

The student will hear six texts in [Language] covering a number of text types. The total 
listening time, for one reading of the texts without pauses, will be approximately 8 minutes 
(16 minutes in total for two readings of each text).  

Some texts will be short; that is, one reading of each text will be approximately 35 to 
45 seconds. Some texts will be longer; that is, one reading of each text will be approximately 
90 to 120 seconds. Each text will be heard twice. There will be a pause between the first and 
second readings in which the student may take notes. The student will be given sufficient 
time after the second reading to complete responses.  

The student will be expected to respond to a range of question types, such as completing 
a table, chart, list or form, or responding to a message, open-ended questions or 
multiple-choice items. 
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Part A (15 marks)  
There will be three texts, including at least one shorter text and at least one longer text.  

Questions on the texts will be written in English for answers in English.  

Part B (15 marks)  
There will be three texts, including at least one shorter text and at least one longer text.  

Questions on the texts will be phrased in English and [Language] for responses in 
[Language].  

Section 2 – Reading and Responding (25 marks)  

Purpose  

Section 2 of the written examination is designed primarily to assess the student’s knowledge 
and skill in analysing information from written text, and in analysing and exchanging 
information in response to a text. It relates to Objectives 1 and 3.  

In Part A, the student will be required to demonstrate understanding of written text. The 
student may be required to extract, summarise and/or evaluate information from one or two 
texts. The student may be required to respond critically to the text(s) and, where there are 
two texts, to compare and/or contrast aspects of both texts.  

In Part B, the student will be expected to demonstrate both an understanding of a written text 
and the ability to exchange information, by responding in [Language] to information provided 
in the text.  

Specifications  

Section 2 of the written examination has two parts, Part A and Part B. The texts in both parts 
will be related to one or more of the prescribed themes.  

Part A (10 marks)  
The student will be required to read one or two texts in [Language] of approximately 400 
words in total. Where there are two texts, the texts may be related in subject matter or 
context.  

Questions on the texts will be written in English for answers in English.  

Part B (15 marks)  
The student will be required to read approximately 150 words in [Language]. The student 
will be required to demonstrate understanding of the text through processing the information 
from the stimulus material. The student will produce a written response that addresses the 
purpose, context and audience as specified in the question. The student will be required 
to produce a text type drawn from those prescribed for productive use in the syllabus.  

The student will be expected to write a response of approximately 150 words in [Language].  

One or two related texts may be used in the stimulus text. However, if two texts are used 
(for example, an attachment within an email), they must be presented as one text with two 
parts in the examination.  

The task will be written in English and [Language] for a response in [Language]. 
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Section 3 – Writing in [Language] (20 marks)  

Purpose  

Section 3 of the written examination is designed primarily to assess the student’s ability to 
express ideas through the production of original text in [Language]. It relates to Objective 2.  

Specifications  

The student will be required to write a text involving the presentation of ideas and/or 
information and/or opinions. There will be a choice of two to four questions, which will be 
related to one or more of the prescribed themes. Questions will accommodate a range of 
student interests and will be set to ensure that the student is given opportunities to produce 
different kinds of writing (eg personal, informative, imaginative, evaluative, reflective, 
narrative, persuasive or descriptive, either individually or in combination) by, for example:  

• having different purposes, audiences and contexts  
• requiring different text types (see the list of text types for productive use).  

The student will be expected to write a response of approximately 250 words in [Language].  

The questions will be written in English and [Language] for a response in [Language].  

Oral examination (25 marks)  
Time allowed: Approximately 15 minutes  

Purpose  

The oral examination is designed primarily to assess the student’s knowledge and skill in 
using spoken [Language]. It relates to Objectives 1 and 4.  

Specifications  

The oral examination has two sections.  

Section 1 – Conversation (approximately 7 minutes) (10 marks)  
In this section of the oral examination, the candidate will respond to the examiner’s questions 
on the prescribed syllabus topics as they relate to the candidate’s personal world.  

Section 2 – Discussion (approximately 8 minutes) (15 marks)  
In this section of the oral examination, the candidate will respond to the examiner’s questions 
about the candidate’s in-depth study. The subject of the study will relate to one or more of 
the prescribed themes or topics and involve the in-depth study of at least three texts, one 
of which will be a literary text, such as a novel, play, film or poem. 
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Summary of external and internal HSC assessment 

Internal assessment  Weighting 

Listening and Responding  
Objective 3 

20 

Reading and Responding  
Objectives 1, 2 and 3 

40 

Writing in [Language]  
Objective 2 

20 

Speaking  
Objectives 1 and 4 

20 

 100 

External examination Mark 

Written examination   

Section 1 – Listening and 
Responding   

Part A  
Short-answer and objective 
response questions  

15 

Part B  
Short-answer and objective 
response questions 

15 

Section 2 – Reading and 
Responding   

Part A  
Short-answer and objective 
response questions  

10 

Part B  
One extended response 
question 

15 

Section 3 – Writing in 
[Language]  
Candidates answer one 
question from two to four 
options 

20 

Oral examination   

Conversation  10 

Discussion 15 

 100 
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Resources and advice  
Further guidance and advice related to assessment and the HSC examination 
in CCAFL Languages Continuers can be found on the Board’s website at 
www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/syllabus_hsc. 
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 TAMIL HSC Course - 2014 
 

 Assessment Schedule 
 

Components 
(Syllabus) 

Weighting 
(Syllabus) 

Task 1 

Last two 

Saturdays of   

Term 4/2013 

Task 2 

Mar 22nd  & 29th  

Term 1/2014 

Task 3 

Jun 7th  & 14th  

Term 2/2014 

Task 4 

Aug 2nd  & 9th  

Term 3/2014 

Speaking 
   Conversation 

   Discussion 
 (Objectives 1 and 4) 

20 5 5 10 - 

Listening and 
responding 

(Objective 3) 25 - 10 5 10 

Reading and 

responding 
(Objectives 1 and 3) 

40 10 - 10 20 

Writing in Tamil 
(Objective 2) 15 - 5 - 10 

 

Total 100 15 20 25 40 
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Task 1:  

Oral test - Approximately 7 minutes conversation about personal information 

- Approximately 8 minutes discussion with the teacher and other student about a current problem 
Written Test 

- Read and understand written Tamil texts and respond in English and Tamil by answering the questions.   
                   - Read and understand written Tamil text and respond in Tamil by completing a written task in 150 words. 
Task 2:  

Oral test - Approximately 7 minutes conversation about personal information 
- Approximately 8 minutes discussion with the teacher and other student about a current problem 

 Written Test  

Part 1- Listening to recorded information in Tamil and responding in English and Tamil separately in writing. 
Part 2- Writing in Tamil: Select one of the topics and complete a writing task in 300 words. 

Task 3:  

Oral test - Approximately 7 minutes conversation about personal information 

 - Approximately 8 minutes discussion with the teacher and an external examiner on a topic chosen by the student. 
Written Test 

Part1- Listening recorded information in Tamil and responding in English and Tamil separately in writing. 

Part 2- Read and understand written Tamil texts and respond in English and Tamil by answering the questions.   
           Read and understand written Tamil text and respond in Tamil by completing a written task. 

Task 4:  

Written test- 180 minutes including 10 minutes reading time 
Part1- Listening up to six recorded information in Tamil and respond in English for the first three and in Tamil for the last three by 

answering questions in writing. 
Part 2- Read and understand two written Tamil texts and respond in English by answering the questions.   

            Read and understand written Tamil text and respond in Tamil by completing a written task in 150 words  
Part 3- Writing in Tamil: Select one of the topics and complete a writing task in 300 words. 
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 TAMIL HSC PRELIM Course - 2014 
 

 Assessment Schedule 
 

Components 
(Syllabus) 

Weighting 
(Syllabus) 

Task 1 

Mar 22nd  & 29th  

Term 1/2014 

Task 2 

Jun 7th  & 14th  

Term 2/2014 

Task 3 

Aug 2nd  & 9th  

Term 3/2014 

Speaking 
   Conversation 

   Discussion 
 (Objectives 1 and 4) 

20 5 5 10 

Listening and 
responding 

(Objective 3) 30 10 10 10 

Reading and 

responding 
(Objectives 1 and 3) 

40 10 10 20 

Writing in Tamil 
(Objective 2) 10 - 5 5 

 

Total 100 25 30 45 
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Task 1:  

Oral Test - Approximately 10 minutes conversation about personal information 

 

Written Test 

- Listen and understand Tamil texts and respond in Tamil and English in Part A and Part B 
- Read and understand written Tamil texts and respond in English and Tamil by answering the questions.   

 

Task 2:  

Oral Test - Approximately 10 minutes conversation about personal information 

 

Written Test  

Part 1- Listening to recorded information in Tamil and responding in English and Tamil separately in writing. 

                  Part 2- Read and understand written Tamil text and respond in Tamil by completing a written task in 150 words. 
Part 3- Writing in Tamil: Select one of the topics and complete a writing task in 300 words. 

Task 3:  

Oral Test - Approximately 7 minutes conversation about personal information 
 - Approximately 8 minutes discussion with the teacher and an external examiner on a topic chosen by the student. 

 

Written Test 

Part1- Listening recorded information in Tamil and responding in English and Tamil separately in writing. 
Part 2- Read and understand written Tamil texts and respond in English and Tamil by answering the questions.   
           Read and understand written Tamil text and respond in Tamil by completing a written task. 

Part 3- Writing in Tamil: Select one of the topics and complete a writing task in 300 words. 
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