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AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL ANTHEM

Australians all let us rejoice,

For we are young and free;
We’ve golden soil and wealth for toil;
Our home is girt by sea;

Our land abounds in nature’s gifts
Of beauty rich and rare;

In history’s page, let every stage
Advance Australia Fair,

In joyful strains then let us sing,
Advance Australia fair.

Beneath our radiant Southern Cross
We’ll toil with hearts and hands,
To make this commonwealth of ours
Renowned of all the lands;

For those who’ve come across the seas
We’ve boundless plains to share;
With courage let us all combine
To Advance Australia fair;

In joyful strains then let us sing,
Advance Australia fair.
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History of Tamil Study Centre Homebush

The Tamil Study Centre Homebush (TSCH) was established in February 1987 by
a group of Tamil parents who were interested in teaching Tamil to their
children. They organised classes at Homebush Public School (Rochester Street,
Homebush) on Saturdays from 9.00AM to 3.45PM. TSCH started with about 30
students and 4 teachers.

Initially, from 1987 to 1990, the Tamil Study Centre was administrated by The
Saiva Manram. In 1990, a separate administration was formed for this purpose
and the then NSW Ethnic Schools Board agreed to fund the school.

As the number of Tamils in Sydney steadily increased over the years, Tamil
Study Centres were established in various places. As a result, NSW Federation
of Tamil Schools was formed in 1992/93 and Tamil Study Centre Homebush
was one of the main forces behind this move. In 2012, the TSCH celebrated its
Silver Jubilee.

The Tamil Study Centre Homebush has also made major contributions towards
the development of Tamil Textbooks and an approved Syllabus for teaching
Tamil as a community language.

The students of Tamil Study Centre Homebush have won many awards
including that of the Education Minister's award for best community language
student in NSW. A Student Representative Council was established in 1997 in
order to coordinate student activities and it functions very well.

Today there are more than 280 students learning Tamil at Tamil Study Centre
Homebush and 40 teachers are involved in teaching them. The Tamil
community in Homebush acknowledges and appreciates the cooperation and
support from Principal, Teachers and administrative of staff Homebush Public

School by providing school facilities for the use of Tamil Study Centre
Homebush.
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Rationale

This Handbook is written for parents and students, to provide information
about the Tamil Study Centre Homebush and its teaching and learning
activities. This handbook is updated every year with information renewed
each year. We welcome your comments to improve the Handbook for the
future years.

Our Vision

Encouraging Tamil children to understand, maintain and foster their language,
culture and tradition in a multi-cultural environment in Australia.

Our Mission

Endeavour to provide a quality learning environment for each and every child
in the Tamil Community.

= To learn the Tamil language

* To understand and appreciate the Tamil culture and

* To develop an understanding towards the Tamil tradition and values.

At Tamil Study Centre we aim:

e To develop positive values and attitudes about the Tamil language,
including appreciation of the cultural identity of speakers of Tamil.

e To create a co-operative and supportive atmosphere, where each
child will feel happy, be able to learn the Tamil language and
communicate with others in Tamil language.

e To develop and provide teaching / learning programmes which
contain appropriate learning opportunities and experiences, that will
encourage the necessary language knowledge, skills and attitudes at
different developmental stages.

e To provide opportunities to apply the language knowledge and the
cultural understanding.

¢ To provide opportunities to all children to be creative.

e To provide opportunities to all students to develop leadership skills.
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Tamil Study Centre Homebush Executive Committee

Position

Name

President

Mr. Mahesan Aravindan

Secretary

Mr. Kanagaraj Marimuthu

Treasurer

Mr. Bavananthan Nadarasa

Vice President (Primary)

Mr. llango Surendran

Vice President (Secondary)

Mr. Sivarasa Manmadharaja

Assistant Secretary

Mr. Krishnakumar Chandrasenan

Assistant Treasurer

Mr. Yukakumar Thambiaiya

Chairperson - Education

Mr. Thiruchentil Rajan Vadivel

Deputy Chairperson - Education

Mr. Ramalingam Ganesan

Chairperson - Cultural

Mrs. Gartheega Jayaganesh

Chairperson - Welfare

Mr. Thiyagarajah Sinnappan

Principal

Mrs. Puvaneshwari Purushothamar

Special Project Co-ordinators

Mr Sivabalan Pakeerathan

Mr. Sivaganasundaram Sivakumar

HSC Co-ordinator

Mrs. Malini Somaskanthan

School Opening Hours

Morning Classes

Pre-School, LKG &
UKG

Year 1-Year 6

Special Class

Year 7-Year 9

10:30 AM to 1:00 PM

10:30 AM to 1:00 PM

Evening Classes

1:30 PM to 3:45 PM

Year 10 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM

Year 11 —Year 12 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM

School Venue
Homebush Public School,

Rochester Street, Homebush NSW 2140
(Opposite to Homebush Railway Station)

1:00 PM to 2:30 PM
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School Fees

Though the NSW Government contributes a small amount of funds annually

for each student, our school charges the following facilities fee to cover the
cost of running the school:

For the 1st member of the family: $150.00 annually (preschool to Year 9) or
$205 (Year 10-12). Note: This includes the Kalaivizha and Vani villa cost.

Thereafter, for each member of the family: $88 for 2nd child & $55 for the 3rd
child annually.

The State Government introduced the $100 Creative Kids Voucher per child
which you can use towards your child’s school fees. TSCH is a creative kids
provider and accepts these vouchers. You can apply for this voucher at
https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/transaction/apply-creative-kids-voucher.

Leave and Absence

Student attendance is marked by class teacher on Saturdays. If your son or
daughter is absent for a long period or term, it is advisable for you to notify
the class teacher and the principal.

In case of late arrival to school, parents or guardian should sign a late note (See
attached).

In case of leaving the school early, parents or guardian should sign an early
note form (See attached).
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AWARDS OF TSCH

We present Gold, Silver and Bronze awards to recognize our students’
performance and good character.

There are certificates and awards given to recognize our students’ academic
performance in class and school competitions.

We also recognize his/her regular attendance at school and all other major
school events. We present certificates and awards also to acknowledge regular
attendance (100% or 90% & above).

We also give out a special award for our school’s best student (in both Senior
and Junior categories). The students are encouraged to apply for Best Student

award. The best student of each category will be able to apply for the
Minister’s award.

CLUBS & SOCIETIES

Choir Group:

Students from Year 4 and above can join the School Choir Group. The choir
group members sing Tamil Thai Vazhthu, School Song and National Anthem.

Student Representative Council:

Each class nominates 2 students to the Student Representative Council
annually.

Major Events of the Tamil Study Centre Homebush

Term1 Thai Pongal Vizha, Annual General Meeting and
Kalai Vizha,

Term 2 Speech Competition
Term3 Tamil Skill Competition
Term4 Vaani Vizha and prize giving ceremony with Dinner
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Parents should know

The Tamil Study Centre is built on voluntary co-operation, friendliness and
integrity, where students, staff and parents take an active part in the school
and work together to provide the best possible opportunity to learn the Tamil
language and culture.

Tamil Study Centre, Homebush is a Community Language School partially
funded by the Community Languages Program of Department of Education,
NSW. Tamil language teaching has a privileged place along with the pursuit of
greater understanding in Tamil culture and tradition. The Tamil Study Centre
is a member of NSW Federation of Tamil schools.

Parents are "the first and principal educators” of their children in general and
the Tamil Study Centre assists in this process of educating the children in Tamil.
The Tamil Study Centre Homebush is managed by an Executive Committee
elected each year at the Annual General Meeting by the parents. The Executive
Committee is supported by three Subcommittees - Educational Subcommittee,
Cultural Subcommittee & the Technology, Social and Welfare Subcommittee.
The head of each subcommittee are members of the Executive committee
while the other members in the subcommittees are nominated by the
Executive Committee.

The Tamil Study Centre is a non-profit organization where expenses are shared
by all parents and therefore, all pay fees.
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Parents’ Involvement

The Executive Committee and Teachers recognize and endorse the fact that
the parents are the prime educators of their children. We view the process of
child's Tamil language development to be a co-operative effort between
school and home.

Parents are encouraged to become involved in the Tamil language teaching
process through:

¢ talking to children in Tamil whenever possible

e guiding children through their homework and other school activities
e discussing with the teachers about the progress of children

e attending special functions organized by school

e participation in school activities

e taking responsibilities at executive level
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What do we offer?

We, at the Tamil Study Centre Homebush, acknowledge that the best way of
maintaining our language, culture and tradition is by learning them and
applying them in real life.

Tamil Study Centre Homebush conducts classes from Pre-School to year 12. All
our teachers are suitably qualified to teach Tamil and have many years of
experience in teaching. We use an approved syllabus for teaching Tamil as a
community language. Prior to admission, children are assessed and based on
this assessment, they are admitted to different classes. Apart from the
continuous assessment of the four language skills, there are mid-year and end
of year examinations for all children. In order to provide opportunities to apply
the language knowledge and demonstrate the cultural understanding, the
school organizes several cultural functions and competitions each year. The
High Achievers are rewarded at the annual Prize-giving day.

Tamil Study Centre Homebush also encourages all children to participate in
many other competitions and events that are organized by other organizations
such as the Australian Society of Graduate Tamils (ASOGT), Saiva Manram,
NSW Federation of Tamil Schools, Durga Devi Devasthanam, Kampan
Kalagam, Tamil Manram etc.
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VISION 2020 / 2025

This was initiated early this year, in order to identify the ways to improve and
develop the Tamil Study Centre for the next generations. It is important that
we need to invest and lay foundation for our future young Tamils to survive
and to face the challenges in learning Tamil and be Tamil.

The Informal committee of the Vision 2020 - 2025 includes former committee
members, teachers, enthusiastic parents and current committee members.
The committee identified several issues and projects to go forward.

Some of the projects are

(<))

. Use the current technology to teach Tamil in classes and remotely.
. Improving the communication between parents and teachers / committee

members, via Facebook, WhatsApp groups for each class, quarterly
newsletter, school handbook, regular emails, and meetings and
discussions.

. To encourage reading Tamil Books, TSCH has initiated the library project

and continuously review the outcome.

. Archiving the documents, teaching and examination resources and Kalai

Vizha Magazines.

. Establishing more user-friendly website with upto date contents.
. Phased introduction of web based Student Management System(SMS)
. Reviews of constitution, policies and procedures and competitions &

examinations.
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TECHNOLOGY DEVICES IN TEACHING TAMIL

In order to use the emerging technology in our school, the Management
Committee implements tech devices in teaching Tamil, creating a new website
& creating a Student Management System. This was to form an integrated
system to take our school forward technologically.

It is very worthy project but is costly. In order to run the project, we are looking
at the following options:

1. Encouraging the teachers to use their own device with additional
technical support provided to them by the Executive Committee.

2. Limiting the amount of TSCH funding and instead, looking into
government funding in the future.

LIBRARY PROJECT

We have introduced library facilities to encourage reading Tamil books by
students. Each class will receive books for the term and the books will rotate
amongst the students. We advise the parents to help their children read
those books at home. The list of books will be recorded, and the parents will
need to certify their child’s reading. It is a similar program to ‘Premier’s
Reading Challenge’ in mainstream schools.

Therefore, each class will have a set of books for the students to rotate
amongst themselves. The project will be run by the assistant teacher of each
class.
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The ways to communicate with us

There are several ways to contact our administrative committee: in person, by
phone, email. Please see the details in the contact page.

Class WhatsApp Groups: For an effective communication between class
teachers and the parents / students, we formed WhatsApp groups. In order to
be in the WhatsApp group of you son or daughter, we request you to sign an
agreement form (See attached).

Group Email: We regularly send emails to update you about the events and
information. Please make sure that your email is up to date with us.

Newsletter: we publish a newsletter every term with information about the
term and send it to you all by group email.

The school Website has got various information such as past papers of various
tests and competitions in our website: http://www.tsch.org.au/web/

Facebook: We encourage you to join our Facebook page (Tamil Study Centre,
Homebush) in order to get photos and news on events. Please “like’ the page
to be notified.

To contact the school:
Email: info@tsch.org.au

Website: http://www.tsch.org.au
Address: P.O.Box 4019, Homebush South, NSW 2140, Australia

Thank You
Prepared by the Administrative committee 2022 of the
Tamil Study Centre, Homebush
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